
I thought it would be remiss of me if 
you didn’t hear from me during Black 
History Month. Being the first black 
chairman of the Norwich District Sunday 
League – Norfolk’s largest adult male 
league, formed in 1958, I thought I would 
remember some of the black players who 
have worn the green and yellow colours of 
Norwich City FC over the years. 

Now after a lot of research and trawling 
through the internet, I think I have 
managed to find the first black man 
to grace the Carrow Road pitch. The 
first black player to play for Norwich 
City was in 1953 and his name was 
Anthony Norman Collins, he made 29 
appearances for Norwich scoring 2 
goals. He went on to play for Torquay, 
Watford and Crystal Palace - also making 
him the first black player to play for 
Palace. Collins was the first non-white 
manager of a football league club - 
Rochdale - but is more famously known 
for the role he played as chief scout for 
Don Revie at Leeds and England where 
he was nicknamed “Football’s SuperSpy” 
by the Press as he compiled dossiers 
about opponents for Revie.

As well as Revie, Collins worked with Ron 
Atkinson, Jock Stein and, briefly Sir Alex 
Ferguson, to whom he recommended the 
raw winger from Torquay, Lee Sharpe. 
Also unearthed football greats like Paul 
McGrath and Alan Shearer. Tony Collins 
sadly passed away in February this year 
aged 94. 

                           Tony Collins

Anthony, was the pioneer that led other 
now household names to come and play 
for the Mighty Canaries:

Justin Fashanu (1978-81)
Norwich academy graduate who scored 
19 goals in the 1980/81 season in the 
top tier for the Canaries before moving 
on to Nottingham Forest for a £1 million 
fee, making him the first black player to 
demand that fee. He was the first openly 
gay footballer in English history. To this 
day, thirty-one years later he is the only 
one to do so. 

Ruel Fox (1986-1994)
Now this is a contentious one, Ipswich 
born Fox featured in some of the best 
seasons in Norwich City history, playing 
an important role in the inaugural 
Premier League campaign of 1992/93, 
when Norwich finished third and beat 
Bayern Munich on their way to the last 
16 of the UEFA Cup. 

Ruel was voted into the Norwich Hall of 
Fame in 2002, he scored 14 goals in 95 
games for the club. I had the pleasure 
of playing against him – had him in my 
back pocket for the entire game.
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Dion Dublin (1987-88, 2006-2008)
After spending three years in the youth 
set-up at Norwich City, Dion was released 
to play for Cambridge United. He went on 
to play for Manchester United, Coventry, 
Aston Villa, Leicester City and Celtic 
before doing a full circle and re-signing 
for Norwich in 2006. Dion can be found 
hosting Homes Under the Hammer on 
BBC1 and recently took part in BBC’s 
Celebrity MasterChef.

Sebastien Bassong (2012-2017)
Bassong left Tottenham Hotspur and hit 
the ground running in his first season 
with the Canaries. The Cameroonian in 
his first season (2012/13) he made 35 
appearances, scoring 3 goals and became 
the first overseas player to win the fan voted 
Norwich City Player of the Year trophy better 
known as the Barry Butler Memorial Trophy. 
Bassong was given the captain’s armband 
in August 2013 - becoming the first black 
man to captain Norwich City.

Other black players to grace the Carrow 
Road turf are - Nathan Redmond, Simone 
Jackson, Alexander Tettey, Efan Ekoku, 
Cameron Jerome, Jamal Lewis and Max 
Aarons to name a few. As our famous 
owner of Norwich City FC Delia Smith 
once shouted, “Let’s Be Havin’ You!”

And finally, here is a picture of little old 
me, captaining the Griffin FC back in 1999 
we were a proud Division 1A/2A team that 
played in NDSL for about 20 years. I am 
now Chairman of this prestigious league 
and a very proud Chairman indeed. 
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